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From the Pastor 





The ninth Beatitude is basically an extension of the eighth. It reads, “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for my sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (Matthew 5:10). 





The time is coming when we will be hated by many for what we believe. Jesus Christ spoke of this many times. Luke wrote in his record of Jesus’ Olivet Prophecy, “But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake…You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends; and they will send some of you to your death. And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake.” (Luke 21:12, 16-17)





However, in the passage Jesus also gave this promise, “But it will turn out for you as an occasion for testimony. Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will answer; for I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist.” (Luke 21:13-15)





God promised here that He would be with those who face such trials. Our Father has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) But, the promise is for those who love Him. (Romans 8:28)





Faith in God’s promises will become paramount the closer we come to the end of this age. We need to be truly drawing closer to God. We have asked many times how real is God and His promises to us? Only we, as individuals, can answer this.





From Jesus’ words we understand some of us will face death just as Stephen did in Acts 7. Christ warned on that last Passover with His disciples before His death, “These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble. They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service. And these things they will do to you because they have not known the Father nor Me.”





The world does not know the Father nor His Son. However, we do. We must learn to trust in God if we are going to stand faithful in the days ahead―in the times of trial that are coming.
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“Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead.”


                            2 Corinthians 1:9
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Victoria





Sermonette: Nick Ragusin


Sermon: Steve Moody 





Corpus Christi





Sermonette: DVD


Sermon: DVD





Harlingen


   


Split Sermon: Orlando Mascorro


Split Sermon: Arnold Mendez


























Announcements and Schedule





Sabbath 11/18	�
Regular times and locations for Corpus Christi, San Antonio, Harlingen, and Victoria. �
�
Sabbath 11/25


�
Regular times and locations for Corpus Christi, San Antonio, Harlingen,  and Victoria. Mr. Moody will be in Corpus Christi.  Mr. Chapman will be in San Antonio. Mr. Hendren will be in Victoria. There will be a DVD sermon in Harlingen.�
�



Upcoming Activities: Dates to Remember


San Antonio Potluck: The next regularly scheduled potluck will be December 2. 





Victoria Pot Luck and Bible Study: We have scheduled a potluck and Bible Study for December 30.





Harlingen Congregational Meal: After services on the Sabbath of November 18th we will have a congregational meal at the Cracker Barrel restaurant, located at 110 Bass Pro Rd, Harlingen Tx.





Friday Night Live: Join us this Friday evening, Nov. 17, for our “Friday Night Live” webcast Bible study, which will begin at 8 p.m. Eastern Standard Time (7 p.m. Central, 6 p.m. Mountain and 5 p.m. Pacific). 





This month’s study, presented by Paul Carter, is titled, “Lessons From Elijah.” There are many individuals in the Bible from whom we can learn lessons. Some are only briefly mentioned, while others made a lasting impact in their time and left an abundance of examples for us to learn from. Join us as we look at the life of Elijah and some of the lessons we can gain from what is recorded in Scripture.





Join Paul Carter at 8 p.m. Eastern time this Friday evening, Nov. 17, for “Friday Night Live” to see what the Bible teaches regarding this important topic. That’s this Friday on Friday Night Live!

















Austin Volleyball Weekend – November 18-19, 2017


Sabbath Service – November 18 – 2:30 p.m. at CD Fulkes Middle School Auditorium


300 W. Anderson Ave., Round Rock, TX 78664


Volleyball Games for adults – November 18 – 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., Round Rock Sports Center, 2400 Chisholm Trail Dr., Round Rock, TX 78681


No food is allowed to be brought into the building. All food consumed in the building must be purchased at the concession stand. There is one exception in that beverages can be brought into the building.


Teen Pizza, Movie & Game Night – November 18 – 6 to 10 p.m.


This year’s teen activity will be held at the Austin Church hall (Gateway Baptist Church, 7601 Guadalupe St., Austin, TX 78752). The cost will be $5 per person. We would like to have a few non-volleyball playing parents attend to serve as chaperones. Throughout the evening teens will be able to watch a movie, play games, or fellowship.


Volleyball Games for teens and adults – November 19,  8 a.m. to 3 p.m.


Round Rock Sports Center











